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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Metropolitan Reaches Top SQF Certification 

Landover, MD – May 1, 2018: Reaching the highest level of official recognition available in the 

food service industry, Metropolitan Meat, Seafood & Poultry is proud to announce it has 

received Shield Level Certification from the Safe Quality Food Institute (Safety & Quality Code 

Edition 8). 

The Safe Quality Food (SQF) Program, managed by the Safe Quality Food Institute is recognized 

by retailers, food service providers and brand owners around the world as a rigorous, credible 

food safety and quality program. It is the only certification by the Global Food Safety Initiative 

(GFSI) that offers certificates for primary production, food manufacturing, packaging, storage 

and distribution. This enables sites to assure their customers that food has been produced, 

processed, prepared and handled according to the highest possible standards, at all levels of 

the supply chain. 

“We are very proud of our team”, states Metropolitan President Scott Willard. “To provide 

proof of due diligence and instill confidence with our customers and suppliers in food safety, 

quality and legality is a Metropolitan core value”. 

SQF Level 2, which focuses on food safety, is a GFSI benchmarked scheme that is increasingly 
recognized within the food industry. As global food regulations evolve, SQF recognizes the need 
to keep pace with the changing regulatory requirements of the various countries in which 
certification is used. In general, the Preventive Controls requirements focus on preventing –
verses reacting –to problems that can cause foodborne illness and apply to many US and 
foreign firms that manufacture, process, pack or hold human food. Becoming and maintaining 
SQF 2 certification is yet another indicator ensuring the consumer the food they are consuming 
has been handled in a safe and responsible manner. 
 
Metropolitan Meat, Seafood and Poultry is the Mid-Atlantic’s foremost center-of-the-plate and 
specialty food distributor. Metropolitan has been supplying the most celebrated hotels, 
restaurants, caterers, country clubs, and specialty retailers since 1944. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


